WSJ.com - Add Up Your New Car Costs Before Driving Off the Lot

(2D THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, C__°C__1¢

ONLINE Advanced Search @ Symbol(s) () Name

Other Joumnal Sites As of Sunday, November 17, 2002

Technoloogy

Your Money

SFartaFREE m
Add Up YOUI’ NEW Car COStS gﬁlllir?;t]hoeurnal
Before Driving Off the L ot

Subscribe to e
The Print Journal
By ALEX FRANGOS

At Leisure

In Today's Paper

Columnists Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Portfolio Free US Quotes:

Setup Center Luxury cars don't just cost more to drive off the lot. O] Symbol

Discussions They keep on burning a hole in your wallet. @) Name

Hel So it'sagood ideato calculate monthly ownership

Contact Us costs before buying a new vehicle. Get FREE E-Mail by topic

I i . . . . Check Out our Mobile & Wireless Services
THE ‘:{;};ﬂ“ dﬁﬂoﬂ"m-"l' A study by consulting firm Runzheimer International
Customer Service calculated the continuing expenses of 33 new cars, DIGEST OF EARNINGS
. SUVsand light trucks. The Wisconsi n-bgsed _ Details of the latest corporate
oday in. company found that luxury autos put a bigger dent in earnings reported for FREE.

BARRON'S Online budgets than moderately priced models.

A new BMW 540i, for example, can cost roughly
$16,000 a year to operate. Compare that with a
Toyota Camry LE, which generally costs around

business on demand

$8,600 annually to maintain. veri on
Make prog every day
Luxury cars cost more to operate largely because of ] One bill for all local and long
insurance, higher mechanics' bills and larger distance calls.
do?;reqatlon_ -- how fast th_e car decl_lnes in value. ] One point of contact for
er costs include fuel, ail, tires, financing and customer service.
t .
X ] One rate for state-to-state calls.
YOU NEED Whileit's hardly shocking that pricey autos are [0 Fair Rate Guarantee.

E BHS“&ESS expensive to maintain, few people consider thiswhen
buying acar. "At theti me consumers are making the Gﬁck here to visit our website b

ﬁﬂ DEMHHD purchase, they aren't weighing the long-term

FRUM !BM ownership costs," says Mary Butler, senior editor at

B Cars.com. "People will buy avehicle becauseit hasa ~ Personalized Home Page Setup

$1,000 incentive, not considering that in five yearsof =~ Putheadlines on your homepage about the companies,

ownership, they could spend the price of the vehicle industries and topics that interest you most.

again."

Edmunds.com (www.edmunds.com), an auto-information Web site, has afeature called True Cost to Own

that figures ownership costs for new cars. The Environmental Protection Agency Web site,
www.fueleconomy.gov, displays average yearly fuel costs for most vehicles.

If you lack Web access, here's one simple thing you can do: "Go to your insurance agent and say 'I'm
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interested in purchasing a certain type of vehicle. What will that add to my plan? " advises Thomas Peiffer,
author of the Runzheimer report.
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